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inquiry Cycle

1. figuring it out

1. mind map / brainstorming

2. I know I wonder

3. Keys & concepts

4. Making questions

5. evaluating questions

6. predicting answers *

8.skimming

10. diigo

9. scanning

12. evaluating what you find

12. choosing places to look

14. trailblazer

13 notemaking

7. advanced google search
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WHY AM I doing 
this project?

What do I need 
to produce at the 

end?

when  Am I 
supposed to do 

the work? How much 
time should it 

take?

Who Will be 
the audience for 

my finished 
product?

How long will I 
have to do it? 
When is it DUE?

How will I know 
when I have 

finished?

connect and Wonder
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MY TOPIC

connect and Wonder



What do I already 
know about my 
TOPIC?

Important words

What sort of things do I want 
to find out about my YOPIC?

Important words

What do I want to 

focus my learning on?

connect and Wonder
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connect and Wonder

keywords

Keywords are 
words that convey 
the main ideas of your 
topic or questions

concepts

Concepts are the 
big ideas to which 
your topic is related

Synonyms

synonyms are words 
that mean the same as 
your keywords

Related terms

related terms are words 
that are closely associated 
with keywords but not 
substitutes like synonyms
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connect and Wonder
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is it Deep enough that I  will 
need multiple sources to find 
the answers?

is it Balanced between fact and interpretation?

Complex enough that it 
needs multiple points of 
view to answer?

is it Structured around 
different levels of thought?
ie Knowledge, comprehension, apply, analyse, 
synthesise, judging.

Is IT Varied enough to get to the richness of the topic? 
Does it need more than one sentence to answer it?

MY improved question ....

connect and Wonder

MY Question
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What do I Think ??
Important

people dates 
times

Important 
issues

Your 
question

what you 
think the 

answer will be 
and why?

Your 
question

what 
you think the 

answer will be 
and why?

connect and Wonder
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Watch the Diigo tours

Research
http://www.diigo.com/
learn_more/research

Share
http://www.diigo.com/
learn_more/share

JOin Diigo, set up an account

install the diigo 
toolbar or diigolet

find one useful 
sources,  start a list 

highlight some 
keypoints on the 
pages.

Make a sticky note on 
the page with a 
useful comment

Your notes & comments about diigo

explore & 
investigate
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print 
resources

contents 
pageindex pages

chapter 
headings

visual clues 
graphs, 
images

ski
mming and 
scanning

for 
keywords

digital 
resources

skimming and 
scanning

for keywords,
use the find function

index 
pages

visual clues 
graphs, 
images

chapter 
headings

Advanced 
searching

Date of 
publication

Date of 
publication

explore & 
investigate

name of 
website
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abstract 
or summary

to get a general understanding of the main topics on a 
resource look at the following prompts ....

read title 
and 

subheadings

look at 
diagrams &  

pictures

read 
first 

sentence from 
each 

paragraph

read The 
last paragraph 

and sentence of 
the whole 

thing

explore & 
investigate
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To find specific information

state the specific 
information you are 

looking for 

Anticipate how the 
answer will appear - 
numbers, keywords, 

use headings to 
identify which 

sections might 
contain the 

information you are 
looking for.

Hot tip

explore & 
investigate

will this resource be helpful to you?
Why or why not?
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keywords, concepts to use

Exact phrases

Any words you do not 
want in your search>?

how current do you 
want the information?

Reading level you need

Language

http://www.google/advanced_search

explore & investigate
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explore & investigate

My Focus :

does the information in the 
resource answer my question?

evidence:

Is the information current?

When was it created?

evidence:

Is the information fact or opinion? evidence:

evidence:Can i understand the information?
is it at my reading level?

is the information a primary or 
secondary source?

evidence:

Is the information objective?
Is there a particular point of view?

evidence:

is the information related to your 
topic?

evidence:

do you know who the author of the 
information is? Is it clear?

evidence:

Is the source of the information 
trustworthy?

evidence:

Does the resource provide and 
comprehensive overview or a 
scetchy one?

evidence:
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explore & investigate

Modified from : Page 4.4 NYC Information Fluency Continuum : Selecting the right sources. 2010



explore & 
investigate
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FACTS inferences

Conclusions
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